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-Neutral countries like the US continued to trade with European countries at the start of the war

-Germany realized these supplies were mainly helping their enemies in the Entente Alliance

-Germany began a policy of unrestricted submarine warfare (deliberate sinking of all shipping, commercial and civilian, in the Atlantic, using u-boats)

-1915: British passenger Liner (Lusitania)


-sunk off the coast of Ireland by German u-boat (1,200 civilians)


-but the Lusitania was carrying munitions (explosives)

-US was furious about the attack on “neutral shipping” and was pressured to enter the was, but they did not because the Germans promised to stop unrestricted submarine warfare

-However, Germany began using USW again in 1917 when they were desperate to cut supplies to the Entente

-This and the interception of the Zimmerman telegram forced the US into the war on the side of Britain and France

-Zimmerman telegram: From German ambassador in the US to German ambassador in Mexico, asking to begin talks of an Alliance with Mexico.  Mexico would attack the US and keep them busy in North America and away from Europe.

-The US was told by Britain, which made the UD furious.  They declared war on Germany in April 1917.
